FISH TRAP LAKE
PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION
“To preserve our wildlife and water quality and promote safe recreation for the
Fish Trap Lake Community”

Fall 2019

A Note from the President
The summer of 2019 seems like a long time ago and the central Minnesota “hurricane season” of 2019
doesn’t want to quit. Mike Flanagan reported to me on October 12 that our area has had more than 60
inches of rain, with the norm being roughly 38 inches. Those of us who still have equipment in the water
and can no longer keep our feet dry walking on our docks are not likely to argue those statistics.
September and October, two of my favorite months, typically bring moderate temperatures and frequent
sunny days perfect for walking in the woods, hunting, fishing and raking leaves as we prepare for the winter
months ahead. Not this year, as we all know – it has been cloudy skies and endless rain, which has taken
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On behalf of the entire Fish Trap Lake Board, I want to assure you that we are all concerned for all of you
and are personally facing similar circumstances, although I recognize that this is harder on some properties
than others. I am also thankful that our circumstances are not quite as serious as those on Lake
Shamineau. We will continue to work with the County to pursue resolution and will be discussing private
sector options as needed. We welcome your input and ideas.
Respectfully,
Scott

Mark your calendars:
The Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association Spring Meeting - Saturday, April 25, 2020 at
9:30 a.m. at Camp Fire Bay Resort office – 2nd floor.

FTLPOA Annual Meeting
June 22, 2019
9:30 am Scandia Valley Town Hall
Board Members Present: Scott Schnuckle, President, Mike Flanagan, Vice President, Gary Ziehmann, Treasurer, Paul Baker, Ron Mash, Chuck
Salter, Lisa Kajer, Brian Sams, Ron Markfelder, Denny Smith, Jon Scott Johnson, Ron Mash and Mary Thibert-Secretary.
Scott Schnuckle called the meeting to order. Board members were introduced.
Secretary’s Report: Mary Thibert submitted minutes from the Spring Board Meeting. Mike motioned the minutes be accepted. Chuck
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Gary Ziehmann submitted the Treasurer’s report. For the period from 1/1/18-12/31/18 the total balance from all accounts
was $14,460.95. For the period from 1/1/19-6/21/19 total balance of all accounts is $16,021.80. Current year contributions to the Initiative
Foundation Fish Trap Lake Endowment Fund is $1,550.00. Cumulative transfers to the Endowment Fund since inception is $30,695.00. The
current value of the Endowment Fund is $43,961.37. Total membership for the Fish Trap Lake Property Owner’s Association (FTLPOA) for 2018
was 213 or 65%. 2017 membership totaled 212. Currently for 2019 there are 170 members. There are 329 Property Owners (PO).
The Treasurer’s report was accepted by the board.
Updates from visiting Government Representatives:
A. Sheriff’s Department: Sheriff Deputy Daniel Daert stated the main goal of the sheriff’s department was for safety and that they have a
presence in the community. The water table is high and boaters need to propel their boats at lower speeds to reduce the risk of damage to the
shoreline. A no wake zone of 300 ft from the shoreline will be posted at the access site. However, this posting is not a county law and it can’t
be enforced. It is posted as a courtesy for property owners. Some POs expressed concern about wake that wake boats produce. Deputy Daert
stated it is a fine balance to regulate fun and waves. He suggested large boats to boat in the middle of the lake. The sheriff’s department plans
to have a presence on Fish Trap. POs were told there are no crime issues to be reported.
B. County Departments: Jean Popp Morrison Country (MC) Assessor reported property values throughout the county are stable. Property
values on lake cabins are also remaining stable. Her department reviews each property in MC every 5 years. Next year Scandia Valley
Township properties will be reviewed. Amy Kowalzek, MC Director of Land and Services, stated that the County is working with the DNR to
rewrite the Shoreline Ordinance. MC is also looking at the ordinances for resorts and campground docking space. It is involving the LID to help
set the standards. Galen Guber, is involved with Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) projects. He is sampling the areas lakes for AIS. He has added
spiny water fleas to the sampling list. Mille Lac is the closet lake to Fish Trap which has spiny water fleas. He is also monitoring the zebra
mussel veliger’s density levels. Scott asked Amy if MC is considering an ordinance for no wakes because the water level is so high. There is no
ordinance regarding this. Surface water ordinances only deals with dock placements. Scott asked FTLPO if they were concerned about the
wakes. This was not a big concern among the POs. It was suggested that water skiers stay 75 ft away from the shoreline. When developing
ordinances, the County board also considers whether other lakes in the area are having the same issues. The picture project has been
completed. Last summer an intern took pictures of everyone’s property from the lake side. The Board of Adjustments will look at these
photos when deciding on variances or violations. Amy’s department relies on POs to tell them what is going on. All septic systems on FTL are
in compliance.
C. DNR Fisheries: Eric Altena has over 30 years of experience and has been surveying and stocking FTL for many years. When stocking a lake
the DNR looks at the survival rate of the fish, which is determined by their surveys. They like to stock a lake with fry over fingerlings because
they are less expensive. The amount of fry stocked varies year to year. Last year FTL was stocked with 600,000 fry. This year 1.2 million fry
were stocked. The DNR hopes for a 1 to 2 % survival rate for fry. In 2011 the fingerlings had the greatest survival rate. The survival rate has
been decreasing every year since. Because there was a low survival rate this year an additional 400 lbs of fingerlings were stocked. According
to the DNR’s fish survey there are a lot of Northern Pike in the lake and they need to be removed. Eric suggested not releasing any northern
caught that is less than 24 inches. There is a 24-30 inch slot limit of 3 northern and only one northern can be kept if it is over 36 inches.
Northern have increased in numbers and the number of perch and walleye have decreased. According to Eric if the northern population is up
the walleye will be down. If yellow perch are up the walleye will be up. There are plenty of crappie, bass and sunfish. Male sunfish are more
colorful than the females. To increase the size of the sunfish in the lake Eric recommends releasing these colorful males. This doesn’t hold
true for crappie. But Eric suggested if crappie are greater than 12 inches they should be released. When asked which AIS was the greatest
threat to FTL, Eric believes it is stony star wart over spiny water fleas. You don’t want either, but in his opinion stony star wart is worse
because of the thick vegetation mats it causes. It is usually found by boat accesses. It does not float around. Those clouds of green blobs is
filamous algae. Because the zebra mussels have made the water clearer it encourages this type of algae growth. The chances of having blue
green algae also increases with zebra mussels. Eric was asked if fishing tournaments need a permit to fish on the lake. Yes, but league fishing
clubs do not need a permit if there are less than 25 boats. The DNR has guidelines regarding surface water use but only the Sheriff can limit
the surface water use. Any surface water event may require a permit.
Old Business:
A: Aquatic Invasive Species Update and Plans: MC and the DNR provided QUAD lakes association with a grant divided between all 4 lake
improvement districts (LIDs) FTL, Alexander, Shamineau and Crookneck. FTL’s LID received $3438 for the two AIS vegetation surveys and $3655
for AIS management. The signage project at the access has been completed and the Initiative Fund paid for it. FTLPOA applied for a grant this
past winter to obtain a CD3 Cleaning Station for boaters to drain their boats and clean off weeds when exiting or entering FTL. FTL did not
receive this grant. The board later received a call from the County indicating it was considering purchase of a CD3 Cleaning Station for FTL if
FTLPOA agreed to be responsible for its maintenance which would entail cleaning the vacuum 1 to 2 times a year and any tool replacement.
The annual cost would be approximately $400. FTLPOA could apply for a grant to cover this expense or use endowment fund monies. The
FTLPOA board did not want to commit to this arrangement without approval from the association members, choosing to wait for the annual
meeting. The Association membership present did vote in favor of the arrangement. However, Amy Kowalzek stated because the board did
not accept MC’s proposal this spring the CD3 Cleaning Station would have to be readdressed next year.

(2019 Annual Meeting Minutes cont’d)

B. Railroad Crossing Closure Update: Paul Baker gave a synopsis of the past 7 years. Because most accidents occur at railroad crossings the
FTLPOA want the Lincoln crossing closed. If there is a derailment and explosion in this area 2/3 of FTL is in the kill zone. Initially, in order to close
the crossing, there was a need for a water pumping station for fire trucks. The railroad agreed to fund one. Then, MC wanted a public park
project. Railroad said ok. Next, MC wanted a 25-year easement for the trail. Railroad agreed. Then MC said 25 years was not long enough and
wanted 50 years which railroad agreed. Now MC wants the railroad to be liable for the trail which the railroad won’t agree to. Several board
members are going to try to get this issue back on MC’s board agenda so it will be addressed.
C. Initiative Foundation Endowment: People continue to donate to this fund. FTLPOA board continues to look for ideas/projects to use the
funding.
D. Website/Newsletter: Chris Ziehmann manages the website, accessible by mobile phone or computer. She welcomes receiving any
information regarding FTL. The website is <fishtraplake.com>. She publishes a Spring newsletter mailed to all POs and a Fall newsletter mailed
only to paid association members.
E. Lake Shamineau Update: Amy Kowalzek stated 3 groups are working on the high-water problem. Their LID’s Order of Establishment must be
revised to allow the LID’s involvement. A public hearing for this will be in July. Shamineau’s property owners annual meeting will be held in
August.
New Business
A. Review of the proposed bi-laws: At times it is difficult for the FTLPOA board to meet in person because of poor weather conditions. The bilaws did not allow board members to meet or vote by teleconference. The bi-laws needed to be amended to allow for a teleconference meeting.
The Bi-laws were amended to allow for this but still require one person to be present at the original meeting place during the teleconference to
allow for public access to the meeting.
B. High water level and no wake opportunities: The water level on FTL is high. Brian Sams reported there were 3 beaver dams and a large tree
had fallen into Fish Trap Creek which needs to be removed. Trappers have been trapping the beavers. Because they appear to like building dams
on a pipeline dynamite cannot be used to remove them. There are also a lot of cattails present. At one time a person was able to canoe the
creek but now it is too narrow. He suggested FTLPOA needs to hire someone to remove the cattails. The association could probably use the
endowment funds to cover the costs.
C. Donations to Scandia Valley Fire and Rescue: Following the death of 2 FTLPOs this winter who fell through the ice, Gary Ziehmann became
aware that the SVFR could use more water/ice rescue equipment. He proposed FTLPOA make a onetime donation of $1000 to SVFR for
equipment. Lucy Thomas moved to raise the donation to $2000. Mike Flanagan seconded the motion. Paul Baker moved to amend the motion
to also include a $250 annual donation. Lisa Kajer seconded the amended motion. The amended motion carried.
D. Fill Board positions for those retiring and vacant seats: Mike Flanagan, Ron Mash and Peg Hartung have resigned from their positions on the
board. The following individuals were nominated to join the board: Marie Hillard, Ron Nypan and Doug Copley. Check Salter motioned to accept
the nominations, Lisa Kajer seconded the motion and the motion carried.
E. Set date for fall board meeting: There will be a fall board meeting in September. Scott Schnuckle told the FTLPOA, Peg Hartung prepared the
lunch which follows the meeting and thanked her for doing so. Scott then adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted by,
Mary B Thibert

With the extremely high water levels and wind this year, floating bogs have been far more prevalent than usual. They
are a nuisance and some folks have asked both Association board members and Lake Improvement District officers
what if any lake-wide remedy exists on Fish Trap for bog removal. Currently, each individual property owner is
responsible to get a DNR removal permit and use their own resources for proper disposal.
For a lake-wide bog removal program to exist, our Lake Improvement District would become the permit holder and
oversee the program.
If you would like the LID to research a lake-wide floating bog removal program on Fish Trap, please drop a line
expressing your interest or desire to: Fish Trap Lake Improvement District, P.O. Box 73, Motley, MN 56466.

FTLPOA FALL BOARD MEETING
August 31, 2019
8:30 Meeting and Conference Call
Campfire Bay Resort Lodge
Board Members Present: Scott Schnuckle, President, Ron Nypan, Vice President, Gary Ziehmann, Treasurer, Chuck Salter, Lisa Kajer, Brian Sams, Ron Markfelder,
Dennis Smith, Jon Scott Johnson, Doug Copley, Marie Hilliard and Mary Thibert-Secretary. Paul Baker was present by phone. Visitors: Chris Ziehmann, LID
Treasurer.
Scott Schnuckle called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.
Secretary’s Report: Mary Thibert submitted minutes for the FTLPOA Annual Meeting. No edits were necessary. Lisa Kajer motioned to accept the minutes. Gary
Ziehmann seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Gary Ziehmann submitted the Treasurer’s report. For the period from 1/1/19-8/31/19 the total balance from all accounts was $16,171.58. Total
membership for the Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association (FTLPOA) for 2019 194. There are 329 property owners (PO). 56 PO have prepaid for 2020. The
Treasurer’s report was accepted by the board.
Old Business
Aquatic Invasive Species updates and plans: Ron Markfelder commented there appears to be a lot of curly leaf pondweed at the public access. Board members
stated this isn’t curly leaf pondweed but celery grass which is a native species. Board members questioned whether someone should be hired to remove the weeds
at the access. The DNR is responsible to manage this access. Scott Schnuckle spoke with a DNR representative at the landing about this work who offered to file a
report with his leaders. The board then discussed zebra mussels. Scott said he has seen birds eating zebra mussels as well as the otters, and felt the zebra mussel
shells were not as strong and sharp as he has seen in other lakes. Zebra mussel numbers appear to be lower this year. Both Lake Alexander and Crookneck now
have zebra mussels. Chris Ziehmann reported that veliger testing on FTL, has not been completed at this this time.
Railroad update: Paul Baker gave a synopsis of the past 7 years regarding the railroad situation for the new board members. It was agreed that Paul Baker would
make an additional attempt to work with Steve Backowski to either move this forward or get it on the MC’s board agenda.
Initiative Foundation Endowment Fund: Gary Ziehmann reported the fund has $46,246.60. The signage at the public access and the Blue Water Science research
survey have been paid for by this fund.
Website/Newsletter: Chris Ziehmann stated that all POs receive the spring newsletter but only paid association members receive the fall issue as it contains a full
financial statement. Board minutes post on the website following the newsletter mailings. She plans to publish by early November.
Board Duties and Projects: The board discussed the various roles and responsibilities of the board. Scott mentioned that he is hoping that Ron Nypan would
volunteer to draft agendas, as Mike Flanagan did during his tenure as VP. Gary Ziehmann suggested he would like to have a backup for treasurer in case he is unable
to perform his duties. Lisa Kajer suggested Ron Nypan. Scott stated he would be willing if Ron is unable.
Lake Shamineau Project Update: The Orders for Establishment for their LID were changed and in mid-August new board members were elected. Only one previous
board member, Bob Koll, remains on the board. The LID has been approved to spend $3 million over the next 10 years to manage the water levels. The plan that
most individuals are favoring is the pumping project on the northeast side of the lake. The water is being pumped into a hollow/gravel pit and does not involve Fish
Trap Lake Creek.
Boat Cleaning System at the Public Landing: During the Annual meeting in June Amy Kowalzek suggested the 3DC Station at the public landing may not occur this
year but encouraged us to submit a grant request in 2020. Chuck Salter agreed to write the grant.
New Business
Water levels: Water levels are extremely high. There has been record rainfall this year. FTL has more watershed than Lake Alex. This watershed filters the water
from the wet lands so FTL water levels increase several days after a rainfall. At one point water was flowing backwards from Fish Trap into Lake Alex. There are
many cattail bogs in FTL Creek. Brian Sams reported the history of keeping FTL Creek clear of cattails. Bruce Tower had a permit to clear cattails from the creek. He
kept it clear for many years. Since his death no one has removed any. His permit was still on file at the DNR and has been reissued to Brian. Brian and one of his
employees have cut a significant amount cattails on the east side of the Azure Road bridge. Steve Backowski has been assisting Brian with keeping FTL Creek open in
order to decrease the water levels on Fish Trap. On the other side of Hwy 10 the water is flowing very slowly. Brian will call the DNR to report this. Cattails are an
invasive species but are protected. In order to remove cattails a permit is needed. Lake Alex is also very interested in keeping this area free of cattails and is willing
to help out financially because FTL’s water levels affect Lake Alex. Scott suggested the LID investigate getting a permit for floating bog removal like Lake Alex has.
Chris Ziehmann stated she will ask Tom Anderson.
Beaver Update: A beaver dam was removed this spring in FTL Creek and one the beavers had built under Azure Road. Paul Baker stated people are losing trees.
Paul said there is a lodge by Bluebill Island and a legend of beavers leave at sunset. There are also beavers in the bay at the inlet from Lake Alexander. Brian plans
to speak with Ryan Klukloc to determine what can be done to control the beavers.
By-Laws: Chuck Salter questioned whether Article IV Section 9 of the by-laws were approved at the Annual Meeting. Mary Thibert reported the by-laws had been
approved at the Annual Meeting. Chuck proposed 5 additional minor changes. They are the following: Article III Section 2. Special Meeting reads Special meetings
of the members may be called for any purpose at any time in the manner provided by statute. He proposed to add “and these By-Laws.” Article IV Section 3 Place
of Meetings. Meetings of the Board of Directors, regular and special, may be anywhere the board of Directors may designate. He proposed to change regular to
Annual and special to Special. Section 5 Other Meetings: Remove “Other” and add “Special” and in the paragraph add (email or other written notice to members of
the Board of Directors) and remove by letter or other writing or by word of mouth. Section 7. Vacancies. Remove “The” and add “the” and change the sentence
that reads “Directors elected fill a vacancy shall be elected to fill the predecessor unexpired term of his predecessor in office.” to “Directors elected to fill a vacancy
shall be elected to the member’s unexpired term.” Section 8. Board Action Without a Meeting. Proposed to change the sentence regarding the official notice to
“The notice must be posted on the website at least three days prior to any vote by the Board of Directors.” Scott motioned to accept the changes. Marie seconded
the motion and the motion carried. These changes have to be submitted to the State for a nominal fee of approximately $25. Chuck will send changes to Chris so
she can post on the website before filing it.
Set Date for Spring Meeting: FTLPOA Spring board meeting will be 4/25/20 at Campfire Bay Resort. Gary Ziehmann moved to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Salter
seconded the motion. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 am.
Respectfully submitted by,
Mary B Thibert

Four similar but different Fish Trap Lake Institutions
This is just a quick refresher for those of you who have been on the lake for a while although possibly new
information for recent property owners. Fish Trap Lake is governed by multiple levels of government. As is
a part of the Mississippi River watershed, the federal government through the Army Corp of Engineers has
federal jurisdiction in areas affecting federal waters (i.e., the Mississippi Watershed) which it exercised in
issuing the permit to BNSF Railroad to fill 13 acres of wetlands (and create 13 acres elsewhere) between Fish
Trap Lake and Randall. The next level is state government which through the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency regulates water runoff into the lake and monitors lake pollution levels and through the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) regulates lake activity such as fishing, docks and invasive species
control. The DNR also monitors lake quality and annually stocks the lake with fish. Morrison County
regulates zoning, building permits and works to help address aquatic invasive species. Scandia Valley
Township impacts the lake through the oversight of the fire department, first responders, township roads and
through input to Morrison County on issues such as the road closure to accommodate BNSF traffic and
eliminate train noise.
In addition to federal, state, county and township government, there are three institutions specific to Fish
Trap Lake and one to all four area lakes (Fish Trap, Alexander, Crookneck and Shamineau).
First, the Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association was organized in 1973. As required by the articles
of incorporation and by-laws, the association board meets at least once per year (although the board
traditionally meets three times per year) in addition to the one annual meeting each June. The association has
no enforcement powers but collects voluntary nominal annual dues which are used for projects such as
information dissemination through the association website, newsletter and meetings; water quality
monitoring; environmental quality advocacy; promotion of safe recreation; signage and others. Any dues
paid go into the FTLPOA bank account (not the endowment fund) for use towards the above projects.
Second, the Fish Trap Lake Improvement District was organized in 2008 to address invasive aquatic
species such as curly-leaf pondweed. The LID obtains a permit annually from the DNR and contracts with a
business to treat curly-leaf pondweed which, at this point, is the only invasive species it is addressing. There
currently is no treatment for zebra mussels. The LID is a governmental entity which operates like a county
board with elected officials that vote to determine policy as well as set the annual assessment which is added
to your property taxes. This differs from the Association where at the annual meeting all members may vote
on issues. The LID is subject to open meeting laws and government procurement rules.
Third, the Fish Trap Lake Endowment was set up in 2012 with the Initiative Foundation which matched the
first $10,000 donated by property owners and local business. Interest earned on the approximately $46,000
now in the endowment is used for special projects to better our lake such as the detail lake studies conducted
by Blue Water Science in 2015 and 2016. All contributions to the Endowment are voluntary.
Fourth, Quad Lakes is the name of loosely-organized group that is comprised of representatives from each
of four local lakes – Fish Trap, Alexander, Shamineau and Crookneck. The group has met once or twice each
year for approximately five years to discuss common issues and to consider group-wide solutions. Examples
of Quad Lake projects are the invasive species signage posted at each of the four lakes and lake vegetation
surveys where the funding for the projects came as a result of a Quad Lake grant application.
Further information on these organizations is available on our website - www.fishtraplake.com.

Just a reminder to check the website – www.fishtraplake.com for the most current membership list. Thank you for
your continued support of the FTL Property Owners Association.

Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association
Membership Dues & Initiative Foundation Contribution Form
Members benefit from:
1) Monitoring of lake issues and legal advocacy
4) Voting rights at the annual meeting
2) Monitoring water level and quality
5) Group action when new issues arise
3) Current information about lake issues
6) Newsletters and Financial Report

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Permanent Address _________________________________________________________________
Lake Address ______________________________________________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________________

Telephone ______________________

2020 Annual Membership Dues*

$

Fish Trap Lake Initiative Foundation Grant Contribution
Pre-paid Membership Dues
Total
(Cut here)

25.00
________

________
$ ________

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Make check payable to: Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association
Mail payment and form to: FTLPOA
Attn: Gary Ziehmann (Treasurer)
P.O. Box 85
Cushing, MN 56443
*Dues are payable for a calendar year (Jan-Dec) time period. Please indicate if additional amount sent is
intended for the Initiative Foundation or pre-paid dues for future years.
All contributions and dues are fully tax deductible. Contributors to the Foundation will be recognized in the newsletter

Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association Officers and Board Members
OFFICERS: Scott Schnuckle, President
Ron Nypan, Vice President
Mary Thibert, Secretary
Gary Ziehmann, Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS: Paul Baker
Doug Copley
Marie Hilliard
Jon-Scott Johnson
Lisa Kajer
Ron Markfelder
Chuck Salter
Brian Sams
Dennis Smith

FISH TRAP LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 85
Cushing, MN 56443

We wish to recognize and thank those businesses in the community who continue to support us. Their complete
information is also posted on our website <fishtraplake.com> under the header “Advertising Partners”. Please
contact them for your lake home needs.
AB Upholstery

320-493-9775

Action Dock & Boat Lift Service

218-296-2721

Altrichter Sand, Gravel & Excavating 218-575-2124

Altrichter Septic Service

218-575-2222

Always Available Towing

218-575-3096

ASAP Septic Service

218-296-3190

Ballou Plumbing

320-749-2190

Campfire Bay Resort

218-575-2432

Central Minnesota Electric, Inc.

320-632-3946

Edina Realty (Judy Altrichter)

218-820-4847

John Fritche – Realtor

218-251-6100

Galston Construction

320-630-7852

Horizon Painting

218-639-2996

Ideal Construction

218-894-3105

JK Landscape Construction

320-980-2710

Kathy’s Kut & Kurl

218-575-2519

Kepppers Plumbing

218-575-2474

Lincoln Bait & Gas

218-575-3137

Mid-Minn Excavation

218-575-2469

Not a Problem Handyman Service

320-248-7185

Peterson’s Welding

218-746-3295

Pine Country Concrete

218-232-4969

Pine Ridge Golf Club

218-575-3300

Randall Building Supplies

320-749-2721

Scandia Valley Vineyards

218-575-2336

Sportsman’s Plumbing & Heating

218-831-8720

Sweetwater Resort

218-575-2744

2 Tall Tavern

218-575-3013

