
Conditional Letter of Support for Lake Shamineau’s High-Water Project 

The Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association (FTLPOA) held their Annual Meeting on Saturday, June 23, 2018 

at the Scandia Valley Township Hall.  The Fish Trap Lake Improvement District (LID) Annual Meeting was also 

held at this gathering. The Lake Shamineau Lake Improvement District (LSLID) has been in communication with 

our leaders, and it was decided to have the LSLID attend our meeting to further discuss their project, answer 

questions and then for us to vote on whether we should support their project. 

We appreciate and understand the goal of Lake Shamineau’s LID to manage the water level on their lake which 

will help protect their valuable resource much like the dam on Fish Trap Lake protects ours. 

Members, Bob Koll and Rick Rosar, of the LSLID presented their desired plan and discussed the safeguards they 

believe are built into the plan.  Specifically, they stated that the location at which the Shamineau outflows are 

proposed to discharge into Fish Trap Creek is nearly 3 miles downstream of the outlet structure on Fish Trap 

Lake; they estimated that there is 15 feet of drop in the elevation of the landscape within this distance, most of 

which is downstream of Hwy 10; and, considering this, there is expected to be no backwater effects on Fish Trap 

Lake as a result of this project, under any flow conditions on Fish Trap Creek. In addition, they explained that 

when water levels on Fish Trap Creek reach levels which could create detrimental conditions along the Fish Trap 

Creek channel, the pumps will be turned off to allow Fish Trap Creek to drop to levels which will maintain 

normal channel flows.  

We appreciate the LSLID presenting these plans to us and looking out for our lake and planning to do everything 

possible to assure there will be no negative impacts on our properties or downstream flow of our water.  

However, we would need guarantees directly from Morrison County and the engineers designing the project 

that our lake and property owners would be in no way harmed by this project, environmentally or financially, to 

provide unconditional support of the project.  In addition, to memorialize our understanding so that boards 

five, ten or more years from now understand our plan, FTLPOA would want to enter into a simple 

Cooperative Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding where LSLID agrees in writing to turn off the 

pumps to allow Fish Trap Creek to drop to normal channel flow at those times when water levels on Fish 

Trap Creek reach levels that could be detrimental to our lake. 

Given the foregoing, we do support further study of the project to determine if, in fact, we can be assured and 

guaranteed that there will be no detrimental impacts or costs to Fish Trap Lake or Lake Alexander properties as 

a result of any actions taken to control the water levels of Lake Shamineau.  By majority vote of those present at 

our Annual Meeting, we, the Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association, resolve to support the study of your 

project, and we wish you the best of luck in securing those assurances to enable our full support! 

 

__________________________________       _________________________ 

Scott Schnuckle, President, FTLPOA                  Date  


