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Note from the President

I have some exciting news to share … the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has awarded our 
association a grant of $21,500 to assist us with the treatment of curly-leaf pondweed in 2011.  In addition, the DNR has 
authorized lake-wide treatment of almost all curly-leaf pondweed beds in our lake.   This is a very significant change from 
the practice of the last three years where the DNR only allowed annual treatment of less than half of the curly-leaf 
pondweed on our lake.  By allowing lake-wide treatment, we will not only be able to treat areas of the lake that have not 
yet been treated but will, hopefully, greatly reduce the number of years required to treat our lake.  The grant will cover all 
of the costs for treatment in 2011.  The DNR conducted a delineation in early May and mapped the 65 acres where they 
located curly-leaf pondweed.  On May 24th, Professional Lake Management treated all areas designated in the delineation 
except for approximately 2 acres near Thoroughfare Creek.   We’ve included a map of the delineation and have posted it 
on our website (www.fishtraplake.pbwiki.com).  Please see the website for additional information about curly-
leaf pondweed.  

As many of you may know, we are also requesting permission of lake property owners to allow treatment within 
150 feet of their shoreline in areas where there is curly-leaf pondweed, a practice that we haven’t previously pursued.  The 
purpose of this strategy is to minimize the number of untreated areas which might re-infect the treated areas.  We have 
signatures from most of the owners and are hoping to get signatures from the others for next year’s treatment.

Thanks to those who completed the survey.  Once again, the majority of those who responded indicated that they 
believe curly-leaf concentrations are down significantly over the levels observed three years ago, prior to our 50 acre 
treatments.  Several noted that it’s difficult to tell if curly-leaf concentrations are lower than last year.  Several expressed 
strong interest in lake-wide treatment.  A few others noted concern about wild celery - a native plant which the DNR will 
not allow us to treat.  (The DNR did confirm that last year’s concentration was unusually high for wild celery throughout 
all of Morrison County).

With the very high water levels last Fall and again this Spring, some members have requested the association 
intervene and destroy beaver dams that are slowing the flow of water on the west side of the dam.  It appears that there are 
many lake property owners who favor low water but also many who favor high water.  Our board discussed this issue at 
our April meeting and decided to recommend to the association that the association monitor water levels but not pay for 
the removal of beaver dams. We plan to discuss this further at our June meeting.

Our board is looking at applying for an additional grant which could be used for projects such as development of 
native plant buffer zones, floating loon nests or a lake swimming and picnic area.  We hope to hear from association 
members in June about other ideas for our lake and then decide whether to pursue this grant opportunity.  We hope to see 
all of you at the meeting on Saturday, June 18th at 9:00 a.m. at the Scandia Valley Town Hall.  Immediately after the 
association meeting, the Fish Trap Lake Improvement District will hold its annual meeting.  If you are unable to attend and 
have ideas or questions, please feel free to contact us at fishtraplake@yahoo.com.

Thanks to Jim Fogelberg and Jim Blumn for agreeing once again to monitor water clarity, phosphorous and 
chlorophyll-a.   

See you in June,

Chuck Salter

http://www.fishtraplake.pbwiki.com
http://www.fishtraplake.pbwiki.com
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FTLPOA Board Meeting Minutes - April 16, 2011
Scandia Valley Town Hall – 9:30 am

Present:  Chuck Salter, Scott Schnuckle, Tom Kajer, Peg Hartung, Mike Flanagan, Ron Mash, Brian Sams, Peggy Swalm, David 
Thibert, Marilyn Sutton and new Board member Paul Baker.

Absent Members:  Joan Russell and George Heroux

Also present LID members: Ron Nypan, Larry Hager, Lee Goderstad and Wayne Hoffman

Association members present: Doug and Judy Mehr, Mary Thibert, Bev Baker and guest speaker Tim Crocker DNR

Chuck called for a motion to appoint Paul Baker to serve on the Board until 6/2012.  Scott seconded.  Motion passed.

Peg motioned to approve the secretary’s report of Oct. 2, 2010.  Scott seconded.   Motion passed.    The financial report was offered 
and received.  A discussion was held about automatic due withdrawal from member checking accounts.   The discussion was tabled.  
There will be no membership dues increase for this coming year.  The insurance for both the Board and the LID is in place and on 
file.

New Business:  DNR Hydrologist Tim Crocker addressed the two groups stating that his department has received phone calls from 
Fish Trap Lake (FT) land owners last fall regarding the water level of the lake.  He had done a survey of the inlet and outlet and 
found very little drop in water levels between FT and Alex.  He also noted that so far no Eurasian milfoil has been found in FT.  It 
was discovered, however, that beavers had built three dams at the outlet last fall.  There is no state law that prevents beaver dams 
from being destroyed as long as the property owner is notified and gives permission and all necessary permits obtained.  This 
permission was granted and two beaver dams were destroyed by a licensed demolition expert hired by a private citizen.  A third dam 
was manually removed.  Tim also reported that the highest recorded level was 1277.9 feet on 8-1-72.  The lowest recorded level of 
1273.5 feet was recorded on 11-16-39.  In October 2010, the level had reached 1276.28 ft.  A historic record of water levels at Fish 
Trap Lake is attached.  

Tim Crooker discussed a Clemson Beaver Pond Leveler as an alternative to removing these dams.  The leveler is a conduit that 
allows water to pass from one side of the dam, through the dam and then to the other side without destroying the dam.  The cost 
would be $300 for each dam.  Since no one knows where the future dams may be established, it was not possible to act on the idea of 
the leveler at this time but can be further discussed with membership at the June meeting.  Scott made a motion that the members 
continue to monitor, not regulate, the flowage and lake levels and report these concerns to the Board as they arise.  Motion was 
seconded by David.  Motion passed.   The board agreed to further discuss the issue of water levels at the June meeting.

Old Business:    Our association again applied for a grant from the Minnesota DNR and this year received notification that the DNR 
has approved our application and the board will receive $21,500 for curly-leaf pondweed treatment in 2011.  The DNR will be 
conducting a delineation to determine the location and total acreage of curly-leaf pondweed and will notify the board.  It will also 
make a determination on whether to significantly expand the total acreage from approximately 55 acres to a much greater total 
acreage, including most of the curly-leaf pondweed beds located in our lake.  The DNR also prepared a new Lake Vegetation 
Management Plan to replace the former plan signed by our association and the DNR in 2008.  Brian motioned to accept the grant 
money and approve the Lake Vegetation Management Plan.  Scott seconded.  Motion passed.  

The DNR will make a lake wide delineation study this spring and then authorize treatment areas.  They will then complete the post 
treatment study to determine the effectiveness and look for possible harmful effects.  Jim Fogelberg has agreed to monitor 
chlorophyll –a,   phosphorus and water clarity in 2011.  Jim will monitor our lake twice every month through October.  PLM 
(Professional Lake Management) of Pequot Lakes will again treat our lake and post notices in areas that are being treated.  PLM’s 
contract is up for renewal at the end of 2011.

Septic: A lengthy discussion was held again on this topic.  Peggy will order brochures as handouts at the annual meeting regarding 
lake property owners septic systems and she will contact a speaker to address this problem at the June meeting.  David motioned to 
allocate up to $250 to pay an expert who understands septics and septic laws to come to our meeting.  Scott seconded.  Motion 
passed.  Peggy and Ron Mash will contact a local inspector to come to our meeting also.

Brochures: A motion was made by Peg to print more brochures for the public access, seconded and passed.  Ron Nypan commented 
that he would like to see the DNR monitor the public access for zebra mussels on boats.

Website: Brian is in the process of getting an FTL.com domain name.  David motioned to pay up to $250 for this service.  Mike 
seconded.  Motion passed.  

Crime: The Morrison County Sheriff office reported the crime rate on the lake is down from last summer and that some of the people 
responsible for the thefts have been apprehended and prosecuted.
            continued on page 3
 



New Business (again): Initiative Foundation Grant is another opportunity to obtain funds for important lake projects such as 
floating loon nests, wood duck and owl nests, and a potential park on the lake.  A matching grant is required.  We’ll discuss this 
issue further as a June agenda item and look at the possibility of contacting local businesses for matching grant funds.   

Newsletter: Mike Flanagan volunteered to publish the FTLA Newsletter.  Kudos’s from the board for this huge effort. 

Board Openings: Chuck, Brian, Marilyn and David expressed interest in serving another term.  Any member, however, wishing to 
run for an opening in June is welcome to do so.

Fishing Contest: Peg Hartung volunteered to hold the fish weigh-in’s at the BP station on Hwy 10. 

Annual Meeting:  The Annual FTLA Annual meeting will take place on Saturday, June 18th, 2011 at Scandia Valley Hall at 9:00 
AM

Meeting adjourned at 12:20 PM
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2010 Fishing Contest Winners
Bass       Crappie  Northern  Sunfish          Walleye

1st Don Wippler    3 lb 3 oz          Stan Sroga   1 lb 6 oz Michael Puetz   2 lb 13 oz Sue Tasler 13.8 oz                  Don Wippler    7 lb  

8oz

2nd Christine Bluhm   2 lb 13 oz      Daniel Licari   5.5 oz Richard Butler   2 lb 3 oz  Katie Ward Kilgard   12.5 oz          Noah Presseller   6 lb 

15 oz 

3rd (tie) Christine Bluhm   2 lb 11 oz    Aidan McCory   5 oz        Sam Presseller   12 oz                    Joel Wielinski   6 lb 5 oz 

3rd (tie)  Dave Holmquist   2 lb 11 oz

2011 Fishing Contest
The 2011 FTLPOA Fishing Contest will be hosted by Lincoln Bait & Gas located at the intersection of Highway 10 and County 

Road 3.  They will register fish between 7 AM and 9 PM seven days a week.  A current FTLPOA membership card must 
accompany the fish.  2010 membership cards are valid until June 30, 2011.

We thank Roy and Gwen Hollandsworth, owners of The Stop, for their many years of hosting this contest.

continued from page 2

The FISH TRAP LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
Annual meeting 

Saturday, June 18th, 2011 at Scandia Valley Hall at 9:00 AM
Agenda includes:

Short presentations by local officials
Discussions on:

Curly leaf treatment

Septic systems

Water levels
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      Aerial photo of Fish Trap Lake on which are marked the track of the boat (blue line), 

      all the waypoints surveyed (dark dots), and red polygons where curly-leaf pondweed was located.
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2011 Membership Form
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     Name______________________________________________________________________

      Permanent Address___________________________________________________________

      City___________________________________State____________Zip_________________

      Lake Address_______________________________________________________________

      City__________________________________State____________Zip__________________

      Phone__________________________email_______________________________________

The 2011 FTLPOA dues are $25.  The FTLPOA is a 501c3 non-profit organization and dues are tax deductible.

Make check payable to:  Fish Trap Lake Property Owners Association

Send check and form to:   George Heroux, treasurer
1893 320th St.
Cushing, MN  56443

                                                                         Bones  From  The  Past!
Over forty years ago, Bill Matthies, the renowned diver of the Minnesota School of Diving in Brainerd, was searching 
for an outboard motor in Fish Trap Lake.  During his search in about 10 feet of water he came on an area of strange 
protrusions in the lake bed he had never seen before.  From his book One Earth, Two Worlds:

There was what appeared to be a large round object  that resembled a stone with two holes in it.  It  looked 
like crayfish were using it as a home.  When I picked it  up I discovered that  it  was a human skull. … The 
next  object I uncovered was a thick leg bone of some very large animal.  Next I uncovered several 
vertebrae, a scapula, and several more leg bones.  These bones were much too large to be a deer, cow or 
horse.  It was obvious that  I was in the center of an animal grave yard of some kind.  I continued to probe 
through the sand and uncovered a large skull which appeared to be from a buffalo.

An archeologist from the Minnesota Historical Society examined the animal bones and determined they were from a 
species of large buffalo once present in the area but extinct since 10 to 12 thousand years ago.  

The area where this discovery was made is at  the base of a large unpopulated, steep hill.  Ten thousand 
years ago it  might  have been a cliff.  It  isn’t hard to imagine a herd of these buffalo stampeding over the 
cliff and landing in the water.

Explanation of the human skull remains a Fish Trap mystery!  Bill revisited the “Bone Yard” with divers and each 
time they continued to bring up buffalo bones.  After the fourth visit no more bones were found, however he 
speculates that many more are buried out of sight.

FISH TRAP LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 85
Cushing, MN  56443
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Another  Secret  From  The  Past!
Over twenty years ago diver Bill Matthies was searching in Fish Trap Lake for a trolling motor.  Hitting something in 
the mud he thought was a motor, he was surprised to bring up a slot machine.  Gambling was outlawed in Minnesota 
in 1946, when many resorts and others had slot machines.  In the machine he recovered, the column of 96 nickels all 
dating from before1939 was still intact.  The mud had preserved it so well that, when his friend restored it, it worked 
perfectly!

Lake  And  River  Day
A Lake and River Day is again scheduled in the area, and will be at the Scandia Valley Town Hall.  The date is 
Saturday, July 23, 9:00 to Noon, and topics so far include Managing Resources, Rain Gardens, Forestry and 
Water Quality Benefits, and Emerging Contaminants.  To confirm details: Helen McLennon, Morrison County 
Soil and Water Conservation, (320) 616-2479. 

                                           Updating  To  Aluminum?
Donate your steel dock to Old Wadena Society, a 501©3 non-profit group of volunteers constructing a 750 foot long 
educational Bogwalk.  It  is located on Old Wadena County Park, on the Crow Wing River just  north of Staples.  
Learning stations on the walk describe bog and wetland biology, and native plants identified in the bog by Minnesota 
Science Museum biologist Dick Oehlenschlager.  To date 18 docks have been donated and many of these have been 
reinforced, re-decked and installed.  Six more docks are needed to complete the Bogwalk.  We pick up docks within 
50 miles of Staples and issue a receipt  for tax purposes.  Contact  Thomas Kajer at (218) 894-2906 or 
tkajer2906@charter.net
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